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Mareb 1966 


Th« Hoaor&lit« Bob#rt S, McNairdira 
D»i0nm 

WmBhirngtsm, D, C. 

D«Ar B06; 

1 trsasmit bmrrnwmi flv« capias al our study; Tiia Rato 
M Atfllylitas tu Attatalag US Olitsctiaas la Vtataam. 

la sci^a 4 arltB fa«3P spaeilKe islararts. It 

..pxasaats sa saatysls af th« RalUac Tfauader 
ale fidfaajdm agaiast North Vlaiaam* aaUsnatsa 
tha i^ysieai damaga aa4 humsR eaaaaltlss essuttla^ 
learn ale eampalga, aad aaalyaas tha US aad 
Saath Vlataamasa ale aponMUaas am^ayad la ahtala 
thasa ^aets. FlaaUy, tbs eapaet ava&iatas tha 
pateatial af aie attacks as a waapem to acfalava tha 
statad al^acti vas al Ifea RalSiag THuadae prageam, sail 
eeaisSdacs attaroaHea emiesas td aettaa wklah sea faa- 
Ila¥a4 ta ka maea peamislag ways af aeklatda^ tha 
RaEli^ T^sadae a^actl'ms. Fae isiepasas ai campaei- 
siKv sama ^^ula aaslaatliNsa id I7S as^etosca galaad 
leawi tha ale wars agaiast CaeRisay, aad 

Naeth Karas also sea peasaatad. ” 

(F rwsi Faeawaed ta the Study} 

You aea« I kaaw^ fststUlae with my ^aacaea shout hsnr 
stratchas of Isid waatbar haea lataeeuptad peagtams of aemad 
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r«coiutai««anc« agftiMt tiraiuiport root** ftitd ia 

tb* V aad JUio9» and about how the ooemy h a a ci^;titalis«d 
oa theae hefitdayc to xwiMtir damaged chekm poialt or r<mte 
kl« tra&IUs aaoaad them. Heace. It seema to me, tibat 
greater eimal^ratloii ^ould be gtrea to farther derel^meat 
and uae «d all*weather air laterdtetioo methoda aad tecfaid^ea. 

Ton will w>te that the elady doea a<rt iaclutto aa eatimate 
of the probable reaeti^a <rf the JCSiY and Coouns^at Chiaa to 
a poatoiated aew pattei» of air attack, aa aat for^ ea pagea 
2-4 aa^ 20-27 of tibe **Fin<K 2 ig 8 aad Coaelasioaa* '* The Board 
Katloral Ssidmatea. with the aaaiataace of other elemeidta 
of the Ageaoy ia prepariag auch aa eateate. It will be com- 
pleted oa 23 l,^cb. 

Ad#tloeal copies are headed hazewith for each lie^rael 
diatrlbtktfoa aa yoa may wtah to do. la thia raaoectf on may 
we draw apeelal attention to the forthright cooperatlen the 
1-3 tVlce Admiral MnabUtl aad IXrector. E«A (Lt. 0«uiral Carr<dlK 

Sincerely. 


M'. F, Eafaera 


£acloaarea: 


dated March 66: The Role of Airstrlkes in 

attaining US objectives in North Vietnam. 


ce: The M^moimldo Cyme R. Vance 
Xkip«dy Secretary of Defenee 


Retyped 0/DCI--W’. F. Raborn:e£ 


Copy 1 - addressee 

2 - addressee 

3 - Mr, Vance 

4 - DCI 

5 - DDCI 

6 - ER 

7 - D/ONE 
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11 March 1966 


i 

I 

sfAT 


mmmm for the dihbctor 

SlIB^CTs Study on She ^le of Alratrihsa la Attaining 
US Objectiveo In North Yletusaia 

1. Herewith five copies of the study on The Role of 
Airetrifaeg in Attaining U3 Ot>.1ectives la North Vletaam and 
a drMft letter of traassalttal to Secretary IteNBaara. 


2 . Bie second ^ragraph of the letter represents the 
way in ’lAlch 


all -weather husinesB. 


and X reccmsaend you handle the 
points out, for exajEipla, that 


the air people cKKisider tlsat th^ have an all-weather iater- 
dlctl<m capability right now. If this is to be ccnrteated, we 
thinh it is much mre appropriate for you as an airmsn to do 
it as a peieooal observation than for us to do so in the text 
of the document. If ymx wish to send the Secretary a follow- 
on mmaorandtm stating your position at greater length we will 
of course prepare such a document. Perhaps the study 
Dr. i^teelon’s people are working on is the best place to jaaske 
this case. 


3 , As you are well aware, the stvidy itself was pr^red 
in Mr. William Morell’a dffice of Research and Reports. 


STAT 
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StAT 


STAT 


i 

I 


i 


and their peosple are the osnes 
who really did the joh and the cxiea to whom the credit is 
owing. In accord with Secretary wM your desire 

I have Ttaintaimd close cciataet with the project frtaa first 
to last, four other mranhers oi the Board of Satlonal Istiiaates, 
who are inost familiar with this aspect of the Vietnam problaa 

(aotsbly Mr. Abbot Siaitii, 

, have cetrefully reviewed th^ 

"Findings and Conclusions” in successive drafts. Heedless to 
say, this i»rt of the ccs^leted study has our full endorsement. 
Time and the press of other duties tos prevented a similar 
amount ctf attention to the appendixes. 


STAT 


aiEE®lAH KmS 
Director 

Ife.tl<»ial Sstlmtee 
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